
Alexandria National Cemetery





Establishment and Origin 
● Congress provides authority in 1862 to buy 

land for national cemeteries

● Alexandria is one of the original 14 authorized 

● Primarily sick and wounded from Alexandria-
area hospitals  

● Nearly at capacity by 1864

● Vast majority of burials are Civil War-era 





Confederates

● 39 Confederates buried in the 
cemetery by the end of the Civil War 

● Treated and died of wounds in 
Alexandria-area hospitals 

● Most enlisted from the Deep South, 
wounded and captured in 1864

● 34 removed to Christ Church after 
the war  

● Stone marker remains there today 



Who is buried here? 

● Mostly state volunteers

● U.S. Regular Army

● U.S. Colored Troops

● Southern Unionists 

● Buffalo Soldiers

● Unknowns

● Army, Navy, Marine Corps 



Private Mark Coyle 

● Listed in VA’s database as Army

● Headstone says “USN”

● “USMC” does not appear on 
headstones until 1890s. 



Present Day 

● Closed to new internments 

● Home to over 4,500 graves

● National Cemetery 
Administration

● Overseen by Director of Quantico 
National Cemetery 


